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hence in a diminished power of control, which permits a more prompt 
response to stimulation, or, in other words, a heightened suggestibility. 
Having thus accounted for the condition of suggestibility, we can logic- 
ally place as its result certain symptoms of the hysterical complex. These 
symptoms are, however, far from being the fundamental ones. 

To sum up this biological concept of hysteria — the fundamental fea- 
ture is a constitutional or acquired state characterized by a tendency to 
exaggeration or recuperation of instinctive reactions of defense. This 
tendency results in a second group of symptoms — an inhibition of pain- 
ful impressions accompanied by amnesias, paralyses, and anesthesias 
when partial and by syncope when complete, vomiting, convulsions, cu- 
taneous and vaso-motor troubles, fever and hypersuggestibility. These 
secondary characteristics result in a narrowing of the field of conscious- 
ness and sometimes in ar doubling of the personality, also in such associ- 
ated troubles as conversion, transference, etc. This division of the per- 
sonality, by lessening the general dynamic power, results in turn in an 
increased suggestibility, which makes possible the development of an 
unlimited number of symptoms. Thus the suggested symptoms, instead 
of holding first rank, are only the final phase of a developmental group 
passing through at least five evolutionary stages. 

This classification is not offered as a final solution of the problem. 
It is intended merely to reveal its complexity, to point out the differences 
in origin of various symptoms, and to emphasize the danger and futility 
of trying to explain such a varied group of phenomena by any one prin- 
ciple such as suggestion or auto-suggestion, or, in fact, of attempting any 
definition before making a thorough investigation of the nature of the 
phenomena involved. 

Clara Harrison Town. 
Fbiends' Asylum fob the Insane, 
Frankfobd, Philadelphia. 
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